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MONTHLY NOTES. 
Tue Report for last year, which has just been issued by the Council of the 
Evangelical Alliance, is a more than usually interesting record. To quote one 
of its operiing sentences—‘‘ This Annual Report is unique in the history of the 
Alliance, for it is not only a record of domestic events—an account of the 
work of the British Organization—but also a memento of the Jubilee, and 
therefore presents, in some respects, a view of the whole Alliance in its inter- 
national character.” It is this which gives exceptional interest to the Report 
for 1896, recording, as it does, the successful attempt made in that year to 
commemorate with thankfulness the founding of the Alliance fifty years ago. 
That this Jubilee should have attracted so many members and delegates from 


to 

deeper spiritual truths of the unity round which the Alliance rallies, ra 

than to outward circumstances, whether ecclesiastical or political or inter- 


| 

| 
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were present—effords a proof of the world-wide character of the operation of 
the Alliance, which seeks to remind not British Christians only, but “all who 
in every place call upon the name of the Lord,” of their union in Him and 
consequent obligation to fulfil His law of love. 
Another characteristic feature of the Jubilee Conference which calls for 
thankfalness, as mentioned in the Report, was its spiritual tone. The fusion 
with the Mildmay Conference was in itself a guarantee that a high tone of 
spirituality would be preserved—for the character of that Conference is well 
known—and we are thankful that it was maintained, in spite of the somewhat 
exceptional circumstances. The subject chosen for general consideration—the 
thst 


And thus they were to continue, but with a discretion 
without doubt to meet the diversi i 


altars was carried out with relentless severity. 
took place in St. Paul’s on August 12, 1559, and it 
was 


Mr. Round). “Saturday the 12th August 

Paul’s, with the rood and Mary and John in the rood loft, were 
Dr. Grindall, Bishop of London elect, and 

. Mey, the new dean of St. Paul's, and other of the Commissioners.” In 
Mary’s Woolnoth occurs the following in the records of 
‘Paid for two labourers for two days digging down the 
i This wholesale destruction of altars 
by the Queen's injunctions in response to a 

appeal from the Committee of Divines by whom the Prayer Book 


strenuous 
was being revised. Their arguments are based thronghout on the fact that 
the sacrifice of Mass had been discarded. “It was illogical,” they said, 


the 
‘‘to take away the sacrifice of the Mass and to leave the altar standing, 
seeing the one was ordained for the other.” 


laymen, were in no doubt whatever upon the point; (2) That ‘Communion’ was 

substituted for * Mass,’ and ‘table’ for ‘altar’ (in practice as in the Liturgy). 

the latter change being made avowedly on the ground that * the aneriies-of the 
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dishonours His finished work: “When once we have the perfection of that 
salvation in all its provision—that it is peace, that it is pardon, that it is life, 
that it is power, that it is preservation, that it is glorification for the man who 
takes it by the action of God the Holy Ghost,—how can we do less than positively, 
rather than negatively, show the impotent folly of those who bring the 
action of a priest between us and our Christ, or between us and the God 
; Who has sccepted us in Christ? We affirm without fear of contradiction, on 
the authority of God's Word, that (as our Article puts it) ‘the sacrifices of 
masses are blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits,’ and that we can brook 
no interference between ourselves and our Lord by the sacrificial action of 
any humanly-appointed priest, who would dare to set himself up between us 
and the God Who has ‘accepted us in the Beloved.’ (Eph. i..6.)" 
The controversy about *‘ continuity" at the Reformation is still kept up 
in the pages of The Nineteenth Century. Avery able article in the February 
number by Mr. Horace Round adduces overwhelming evidence—some from 
public documents only lately brought to light—to prove that two changes : 
were most deliberately and effectively carried out in the year 1559—the first 
year of Elizabeth—the mass was made illegal, and everywhere (except in the | 
a statement by Mr. Gladstone, 
far from this continuance of altars being historically true, Mr. Round 
Mr. Round sums up, in conclusion, the results of his patient study of the | 
contemporary records thus: “ (1) That the ‘ Mass’ and its correlative the ‘altar’ 
were deliberately abolished and superseded ; and that Catholics, from prelates to 
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the historian who is called upon to deal with facts to ‘see them 
ee, is forced to the conclusion that these changes in 
which successive 
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Mass’ had ceased ; (8) That the ordinal (as is now familiar) was again altered 
by again excising the words conferring power to ‘offer sacrifice; (4) That the 
Articles were made to harmonise precisely with these changes.” Besides which 
he remarks: “There is one explanation, and one only, of these historical 
phenomena. The casuists and special pleaders may be left to twist and shuffle : 
sanely and see | 
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Then the subject of the witness which 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we 
Apostles (1 Pet. i. 3) that believers 
by this resurrection, and we may be 
hope by the power of the Holy Gh 
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Those who manage the Italian machine here are aware of that, and have not 
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the test of true’love given by azother of the Apostles: “Whoso hath this 
world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of 
compassion from him ; how dwelleth the love of God in him ? ” (1 John. iii. 17.) 
conclude that this glimpse presented to us . 
i as an unattainable 
bould always aim at, 
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lost ‘sight of it in the past, and I would be false to the great cause I 
represent if I did not protect myself against similar attacks in the fatare.” 
We wonld call the attention of our readers to an announcement on another 


desire at once, if they have not done s0. 
FRANCE. 


(From our own Correspondent ). 
Paxts, March 1897. 
Seurter, 3: Meyer, and Vincent. These meetings attracted a numerous attendance ; 
the impression they left seems to have been great. 
Another extraordinary meeting followed . It aimed at exhorting to more 


humility, more union, more Christien love, in presence of the actual attacks directed 


the Protestants, and the oratoire was Giled with « wumerous essembly. 
Pastor G. Appia ; Pastors Hollard, Th. Monod, Coillard, Houter, expressed 
the actual duty the Protestants, not to complain or recriminate, but to improve 


pep ra ition by making an examination of their conscience and 


strengthening 
oe life and light by more contact with the Father of Light. The recent 
meetings held at Alais’ (Gard), thanks to the initiative of Pastor Doumergue, 


The Signal, daily Protestant paper, is actually sold in the principal railway 
stations. May this important progress contribute to the wider spreading of news 
about the sad state of the Armenians. Letters from Madagascar recording the 

behaviour of Jesuits in this new possession of ours are more largely 
published by The Signal than by any 

A committee of ladies bas been lately at Marseilles in favour of the 


Armenians. It will raise the question of bringing up Armenian orphans in France. 


We spoke, in oar last number, of the McA Mission's silver wedding. Let us 
add a few words on the origin of this blessed work. Mr. McAll had been pastor of 
several churches in England when, in 1871, He 
knew of the great success which had attended the the Gospel in the 
first Salle E ligue of the Evangelical Alliance—in the hibition 
1867. He and his wife spoke French with difficulty, but wanting to do something to 
bring the victims of the war to the knowledge of Jesus’ Christ, they visited the 
cabarte of Paris, distributing tents. The poor of Belleville were, at the time, full 

A man approached Mr. McAll, sa “Sir, I have i 
ited by workmen. We 


page with regard to the publication of the volume reporting the proceedings at 
thé recent celebration of the Jubilee of the Evangelical Alliance. This Con- 
ference was the tenth of the International series, and the volume just published 
is entitled “The Jubilee of the Evangelical Alliance.” The contents will be 
found to be varied and interesting, and as only a limited number of copies have 
been printed all who wish to secure the book would do well to intimate their , 
or 
religion of liberty and sincerity many of we would be ready o liste.” This call PF 
was ior Mr. McAll and his wife like the voice of the Macedonian in the vision of | 
St. Paul and his companion. They never met the man from that day, but went | 
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Mission in remembrance | 
of Mies Florence from her sister, in South Africa. Miss Dodds | 
should be deducted from her 
volume, written and illustrated by a missionary, is circulating in | 
and a first rate artist, laureate of the des Beauz Arts, who 
His book is full 
| 150 sketches—very 
We are glad to 
day new sympathy and efforts all over our country. In last number of this 
Bulletin, one of the directors of a great railway ra: Tee 
ho 6 coven label, “ Not to be 
delivered on 
the of the ; in it is just the contrary. ty te 
is not on religious principles. The Roman Catholic in 
| ies assists in the movement. The Abbot of St. Philippe du Roule in 
| preached an eloquent discourse on the sanctification of Sunday, 
| condition for sanctification is rest. The preacher advised forming in 
| local committees whose members should preach by their example. 
| chemists of the northern cities of Arras and Béthune have begun to 
on one keeping in turn. At 
M. Foureade insisted on the necessity, 
the development of its life, of having one common day of rest. 
We Protestants are happy to see men, ing to the religious majority of 
| our country, take to heart the same interests we are ing. 
(From our own Correspondent. ) 
BE 
the last few days by 
in Schleswig-Holatein 
will start to-morrow 
cies. sim faith of this man of 
entrusted so much, will not fil to make deep i 
ve to stir up Christians to a i : 
The great of heathen It will, probably, aleo 
num tilling Gos Chien 
It'is now twenty years since the Berlin City Missi 
condition... At the time the two City Missions working 
month the anniversary wat celebrated, all the member 
on the development eee In this 
one wish that he dedicated the whole of his 
the Gospel. 
: The question of Christian Socialism is still of 
of- Christian ministers and laymen have published a 
| condemn the attempt to claim political or social 
The declaration in iteelf is inly right—it represents 
4d 
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country—and it is also timely, as there is a confusion 
many young theologians. As cao cominary, whase 
. the young men made a collection themeelves for 
iam who were on strike. Now the Hamburg strike, 
is certainly a proof the principal object of their 
It is only to be regretted that the 
| 2 without sufficient names of authority, which might 
| liberals” are already making efforts to regain their lost 
rest on 
yy is . 
rk out all necessary | 
interests—or, at least, can 
| week-days people 
were when, on Sundays, 
now believe to have lost 
new regulations are a great 
' learn to make their necessary 
e in our Parliament was very 7 
) oceasion for Social Democrats to 
| This year the whole Colonial 
| ferred again to the abuse of , 
} effect this had. The new di 
» is @ very well-meaning man, and 
ment was greatly due to the 
| his new important office. | 
| 
(From our own Correspondent.) 
| Br 
(from Zurich), 
Secretary of 
and Dr. 
| the Federal 
e a comm the 
Armenians in Turkey. This petition wae signed by 490, 
country. It is the expression of the general ; | 
| Powers of Europe, in the name of the Lord. Mr. 
Furrer, said that the Federal Council were at first 
sym wi petitioners im expressing his 
) which had been committed against unarmed men, women | 
| As the establishment of the deaconesses at Berne has | 
| Mr. Daendliker, the Director, has wished to get some help 
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my invitation to come to our mission hall, when, at the next 
town. 

: sent to us and other agencies at work in Italy, asking 

open an evangelical hall in the place. Much sbicetion 
before answering them, as very often these papers are not 

N in various places the desire for hearing the 

blessed preparation by the reading of the W | 
meetings. There are two eo mpe towns in Sicily, 
to thirty thousand inhabitants, w we are urged to place 

and adherents, who have been reading the Bible and | 
a long time. It is not in Italy alone.» One pastor, in the 
answered the petitions of two localities, where they had 

able hall, and provided for the lighting, &c., and sundry other 
to address an audience of more than 300 eager hearers, who 

beck and not to abandon them. 
seemed to have sunk into indifference have been revived on the new 

le the Romish clergy has assumed. At Guastalla, an ex-priest of | 
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is valuable Protestant mini : Pastors, evangelists, teachers, Bible-readers, 
number 138; there is a membership of 5,419; occasional hearers 

of 60,400; pupils in day and Sunday-echools number 6,674—with 
of £3,274 lls. 7d. It must be understood that this good work is 


being carried on amongst Roman Catholics ; and that there are very few Waldenses 
by birth and foreign Protestants amongst the adherents. 

This honoured Church is making an urgent appeal to christendom 
throughout the world for an increase of funds to extend their labours. 


The members of the Romish Church are bestirring themselves as never before. The 


of self-denial and enterprise. The Piccolo Messagere says: “* We congratulate our 
highly respected colleague, the Rev. Mazzetti, and all our good friends in Naples on 
the efforts which have been made by our adherents. Truly, God has blessed in a 
most marked manner, their financial endeayours, permitting them to collect 
offer to the Lord upwards of 24,000 lire for the work, whether it be for the 
church or for the requirements of the /ocali connected with the chureh and 
schools, and charitable undertakings, or for the Central Sustentation Fund. There 
is an earnest desire prevailing among the Churches that they should be self- 
supporting. From Valsesia the news is interesting, and an official demand signed 
by all the heads of families dwelling in one place has been put before the Committee 
asking for Evangelical teaching and worship. It is proposed to commence work 
shortly. In Bologna, also, the work of evangelization is much helped forward owing 
to the assistance of the Wesleyan minister, who cordially co-operates with his 
brother in Christ. Other notices are to hand, particularly with regard to Puglie, 
where, in four important groups, and in more than thirty communes the Gospel has 
taken root.”’ 

From Milan the report comes that the i in the 
year were held, and remarkably well first was not quite so 


Charles Albert, li of conscience to worship God 
home it was for the Cureh of Christ amongst the | 
or 
the 
the 
consecrated effort and larger service. 
An excellent map accompanies the circular, and indicates the places where 
there are organized congregations and preaching stations. 
Another correspondent writes :— “ 
The Free Church of Italy (Chiesa Evarzelica J/taliana) has made a valiant 
effort to meet the deficit on the past year. Naples particularly showed a fine spirit 


of 
many 


Hf 


ttee 

formed, with Signor Longo 
Count Campello has opened a church in St. Migelo dei Lombardi. This is the 
ing at St. Vito, where one hundred families 


ning assistance 
Many of these inhabitants of St. Vito have returned 
from America, whither i awhile since. The freedom and enlightenment 


doubtful. 
The reports of the work of evangelization carried out by the Waldensian Church 


throughout Italy are very encouraging. 


— 


TURKEY. 


A conREsronpDENt at Aintab writes as follows, under date Feb. 24 :— 

The general situation is still one of outward quiet, but of painfully anxious 
e ; whether the clouds about us are of receding or of approaching tempests 
the future only can show. 

The following review of the religious work in Aintab during the last fifteen 
months will be of interest. 

One of the immediate results of the massacre and pillage of Nov. 1895 was a 
marked increase in church attendance ; at the same time, the danger and difficulty 

as the fellowship of a common suffering, inclined 

Christians the of worship nearest their home without much 
regard to the form of service that might be observed there. The consequence was 
that ¢ inational lines were for a time and by many people largely 
To meet this state of affairs mutual arrangements were made by Protestants and 
Gregorians, with a view to meet, so far as practicable, these larger spiritual wants of 
the people. At the first church an abridged (Mass omitted) Gregorian service, under 
the direetion ion of a priest, was arranged, and time given to it just before the regular 
Protestant service. This double service, of course, occupied a long time, and yet 
such was the variety and novelty it introduced, and such was the eagerness of the 
people to join in religious worship, that this double service was held twice daily (Sunda 
and week-day) for eleven months, and often the audiences even in that large ch 
were crowded, the interest always culminating in the Protestant sermon at the close. 
At the second and third churchcs purely Protestant services have been maintained 
twice on Sunday with the usual weekly conference and prayer i At the 
second church daily preaching was maintained during Lent, ge 
inquiry or prayer meetings were held at the close of the sermon, the con 
here have often been quite beyond the capacity of the building, and not tly 
the Gregorians have apparently outnumbered the Protestants in attendance. 

In the Gregorian church, in addition to the regular service there has been 
preaching — by one of the Protestant pastors or professors of the college twice 
each Sunday and daily for special seasons; the usual audiences af this church have 
ranged from 3,000 to 5,000 persons. Some nine months ago a Sunday-school was 
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fall of wa:mth and vitality as could be wished. The president, however, thought 
that it might be as well to throw the meeting open, and let the brethren engage in 
: and say a few words. Finally, it was resolved by the ministers, after 
who were so tume for The 
satisfactory and consoling. Many & point of attending all the 
of the various churches in Milan 
eek Prayer of 1897. The Bolletino 
to see the ministers of the various 
l of their flocks. With God's help 
go onand prosper. The pastors 
t country across 
—— an the movement, but their success is | 


( From our own Correspondent). 

Constantinorie, March 9, 1897. 
The American Bible Society's agency at Constanti issued one ago an 
edition of what the Armenians call their “Krapar” Bi .¢., the Bible in their 
ancient or literary such as is used im all their churches. This edition 
possesses a unique value reason of its 12,000 notes, calling attention to the 
differences between the Armenian text, which in the Old Testament is based upon 
the Septuagint translation, and the Hebrew. These notes, it is hoped, will have 
correct text than that to which they are accustomed, and as preparing the way for 
an ultimate revision which shall bring the Armenian text more into accord with 
of Etchmiadzin, has i great interest in the preparation of this edition from 
A ial copy was prepared and recently sent to 
him. It elicited from him m acknow 

character, especially in view of its very emphatic ition of the value of 
effort to extend throughout the world a knowledge of God’s Word, and of the 
apostolic character of all such labours. The high walls of separation between the 
Gregorians and the Evangelical Armenians, which in years have constituted 
such a serious obstacle to missionary effort in this land have to a remarkable extent 
been disappearing of late. It may reasonably be that this deliverance of the 
Catholicos, will have vast influence in helping to down these barriers, and 
bringing about that kind of union between these two great sections of Armenian 

Christians, which will be most likely to advance the kingdom of God in this land. 
The translation of this document herewith given has been very carefully made 
the original Armenian, but no translation could do full justice to its tenderness 


ty 

“7. itch, servant of Jesus Christ, and God's inecrutable will, 
af. to Patriarch of the 
National, Honourable see of Ararat, the Apostolic, Metropolitan Church of Holy 
Catholic Etchmiadzin, offer peace and blessing to the Rev. M. Bowen, Levant Agent 
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: organised in this church, which is still i ee male and thirty-five ) 
Drags Foy ob of seventy members, taught by one of the | 
there a comprehensive system of parish work, including 
family visitation, personal conversation and inquiry, and Bible and tract distribution. 
side by side, often co-operating and in no case having conflict ; each has gone 
a iation of the good intentions of others that not only been pleasant to see. 
has been of great strength to our Christian community at whole. 
As a result the general 
matter of Sabbath observance, temperance and social customs have been decidedly 
by a Union Committee. Two youhg Gregorian pri them a graduate of 
student from the College—are being supported in missionary work in neighbouring 
villages by the contributions of all our congregations. Besides this, the t 
| strengthened in faith, is believed to be very . All our workers that it 
| which can be known only in eternity. | 
| 
| 
) Holy Scriptures, elegantly bound, which you present to the hoiicos 
pe Ms. In offering my heartfelt thanks for this, I say: Blessed be you and 
your co-labourers ; blessed be also the worthy, efficient, and distinguished members 
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CHINA. 
A MISSIONARY PROGRAMME. 
By the Rev. W. 


interesting article is taken from the Chinese Recorder :— 
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centenary of missionary work in carrying out the great command 


as if this were an appropriate time for a review of the 
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| the translation and 
world, and who make 
tongues. 
is are gone 
| is fulfil 
the ends of 
blessed 
martyrs at the hands of . 
and the Chureh of Christ does not 
pray that these brave soldiers of 
ye strong and victorious; may they 
known or unknown witnesses of truth for the 
, making no distinction, celebrates them with 
Saints, Known and Unknown. 
who labour with you, [ remain in prayer, and 
th of Christ. 
.in the 1897, and according to our calendar 
of our Catholiente in the Araratian, Metropolitan 
(Signed ) 
— 
| now a 
of th 
1881 work, and th 
number of those engaged in it, the extent and vanety of 
ts produced by them, there is ample ground for en 
future. Yet all this only suggests reason for the co 
ether any improvement might not take place in the f 
more ad necessities of the case and more in 
py Blessed Lord. His injunction is—* G 
| | 
| 
but to 
ity, the 
fy, the possibility of prosecuting it in a way more likely to attain the end 
We cannot in these considerations apply the subject to all parts of the 
world, or even to China at large in the circumstances in which it is placed. We 
would leave it in its wider 7 Hl home lands, 
the great 
work given the: service in the 
past, specially in the course o resent a growing conviction 
on the part of many that their influence usefulness might be immensely 


in the 
e need in 


| 


| 
| 


4535 


&s 


submitted to the rule of the “er 
» is made against . Buspected 
t, they have had no difficulty 
by France to administer Madagasc 
pere they would have nothing to 
ons et origo of the persecu 
arations granting religious 
ons have been clear 
trator, who, in conseq uence 
i is the present Resident-Ge prom 
sedom of conscience. In An enlig 
too, where the local Resid 
ment of these decrees, they ample 
in scores of villages in Imerin the 
ntry, the decrees are to a large extent a cead letter 
» dependent upon the Jesuit priests as in They seem 
accept their guidance in matte religion. Gociag thei 
Jesuits sedulously foster anti-British feeling #0 as to secure anf:- 
| mere pretext,* have been taken possession of by Roman Catholi 
MEE referred to is that the buildings are communal, and that, consequently, when a 
legitimate. While it is true that in villages where the people were of one mind, many 
were raised by the united labour of the inhabitants, and gifts of material 
ike contributed, it is not true that they were built by the commune as such. 
solely for the purposes of Protestant worship, and in cases where there was 
, and sections of the people, or even individuals, belonged to the Roman 
: Church, those sections or individuals were as a matter of course 
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Alliance. 


ANNUAL CONVERSAZIONE. 
TUESDAY, MAY 11. 


aereafter. 

It is particularly requested that members and friends of the Alliance (especia 
the same to the General Secretary, 7 Adam Street, Strand, London, in order that 
ecards of invitation may be duly forwarded. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 
Tae usual monthly meeting of the Council was held at the Alliance House on 


a of Scripture had been read by the Chairman, prayer was offered by the 
Rev. J 

Mr. Arnold that the Rev. Dr. Gritton had very ki taken his place 
at several for the Alliance at B gan my The Council 
desired that their best thanks be conveyed to Dr. Gritton for his help. 


New Members. 

The following persons were unanimously admitted to membership :-— 
Kev. C. E. Story, Tunbridge Wells. Rev. W. Ferguson, 8. 
General Heywood, Tunbridge Wells. W. T. Martin, Esq., Dulwich, S.E. 
Col. and Mrs. Dunn, Tunbridge Wells. | Wm. Baker, Esq., t1u.8., London. 

Mrs. Ford, Tunbridge Wells. 
. ConrerEence 

The Secretary laid on the table a copy of the Volume reporting the 
proceedings of the tenth International of the Alliance. He referred 
to the delay which had been caused in issuing the book, though 

some 


@bristian settlement in the neighbourhood. made some inquiries about it, and 
tn bie yeahh be in the Def 
janity, was was a 
(allege: Dy + What a strange to our 
distinguished graduate niversity a mguist ; a magistrate ; 
thea wandering ho, while fakr,caricd about with him owe book only, 
and that the Bible; and lastly, a Christian ee See ae oe the 
which he had carried about with him while a mendicant. We must go * 
back to the earliest centuries to find a similar picture.” 
We are giad to be able to announce that the May Conversazione of the Evangelical 
College. For the past two-years the illness of the Principal of the ege has 
prevented the Alliance assembling there, but the new Principal, the Rev. G. P. 
i Gould, has kindly consented that the members of the Alliance should again meet in 
| the College, and the date fixed is Tuesday, May 11. 
Tea and coffee will be served as usual at 4 o'clock, in the dining-hall, and at 
1.30 the friends will assemble in the Library, where a very brief account of the 
work of the Alliance during the b -, year will be given, and two or three short 
addresses by foreign brethren are also expected. Further details will be announced 
11, the Treasurer, and afterwards _ Noble, After 
| 


Persecution or tue Stunpists of Ressra. 

A communication wns read from a trustworthy correspondent resident in Kussis 
for many years and giving a terrible narrative of the case of a Stundist who, refusing 
to return to the orthodox Church, had been im , beaten and tortured in a 


An important consultation then took place with reference to a new 
made with a view to help the suffering Stundists; the details, however, cannot be 
published. It may be mentioned that a sum of money was voted for the purpese. 

Forzion ComMUNICATIONS. 

from the President and Secretary of the Netherlands Branch of the Alliance, and 
from the Secretary of the New South Wales Branch, all containing suggestione 
which received due consideration by the Council. | 


DEPUTATION WORK. 


Durie the past month the Rev. Dr. Gritton has rendered valuable service by 
a visits to Birmingham and Northampton for the Alliance. A 


Secretary, but illness prevented him being t. However, the ready help of the 


regular attendant at ii: meetings he was able to give detailed accounts of the work 


Mrs. Hotchkiss, of Hagley Road, Birmingham, gatheri:! 

her friends at ing. 
presided, and spoke of his interest in Alliance its work, 

ed an able ieee in which he gave valuable information 
Armenian Christians and the Stundists of ia. Great interest was awakened 
among all who were present, and warm thanks were conveyed to Dr. Gritton for hi« 
kindness in attending the meeting. A collection was taken in aid of the funds of 
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(st the request of the Council) edited the book in addition to his numerous e:her 
to cover the expenses of the Jubilee celebration had been so that after 
of « e Volume) there remained « considerable surplus. is woud 
restore the general funds to the normal amount, for it was an invariable rule that 
The expressed their satisfaction with the Secretary's statement. and 
their pleasure in seeing so handsome a volume reporting the proceedings of the 
recent Jubilee: they also tendered to the Seoretary their warmest thanks for his 
successful work. 
May Conversazions. 
that the Kev. Principal Gould had agreed to Tuesday. 
May 11, of the ical Alliance, to be held at 
Regent's Park College. 
Pexsecvtion or Cunisrians 1x Turkey. 
the Constantinople Committee of the Evangelical Alli on various subgects 
appeared communications that the British Ambassador at Constantinople 
was doing all in his power to ameliorate the condition of the suffering Christians 
were also read from correspondents in South Russia and Persis 
thanking the Council for grants of £100 each sent to relieve the Armenian refugees 
in those . 
his wife and two of his children from Russia. 
| 
5 
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the Alliance. In the evening of the same day Dr. Gritton addremed a meeting” 


convened by the Rev. Sherbrooke Walker, at Christchurch, Summerfield. ' 


I. THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BRITISH EVANGELICAL 
ALLIANCE FOR 1896. 


throughout the to assemble in London for the celebration of Jubilee, and 
that event with hallowed and blessed memories, and with 
unspeakable gratitude to God for the tokens of His favour, which have been constantly 
vouchsafed during the past year. Prayer unceasing, and over a wide part of the 
world, had been presented at the Throne of Grace beforehand, and praise has been 
the theme of many communications received from various lands since the eventful 
days of the Jubilee celebration : the Council repeat and re-echo the devout expression 
of “ thanksgiving and the voice of melody.” 

The Jubilee has in some measure overshadowed the ordinary work of the year ; 
there is, however, much cause for gratitude to God for His ee a 


Co which the Council have been 
Y Week of Universal Prayer has occupied its usual prominent place in the permanent 
institutions of the Alliance. The Home Work generally has been carried on with 
as much vigour as the excepti circumstances of the year permitted; while the 
) varied efforts made on be of the persecuted Christians of Russia, Turkey, and 
) other lands, haye been incessant, as will be shown to some extent by the summary 
which follows. As the founders of the Evangelical Alliance fifty years ago were 
thankful to God for permitting them, after much prayerful deliberation, to organise 
the Alliance, so we may well take up the note of praise to-day. The words of the 
revered Edward Bickersteth in 1846 were, ‘‘ Glory be to God, our Heavenly Father, 
who has conducted us so harmoniously to suc end off ons 
deliberations and discussions.” Our response ‘to-day is, ” Wet hath God 


wrought ?” 
CELEBRATION OF THE JUBILEE. 


, The Jubilee of the Evangelicul Alliance was celebrated in London, as the tenth 
of its International Conferences. The series of meetings extended from June 29 to 
July 4, 1896, and the results claim heartfelt and reverent expression of praise to God. 

It will be readily understood that widespread interest had beea awakened among 
members and friends of the Alliance in all parts of the world ; but it is also gratifying 
to record that the Press of our own country alluded to the Conference as an event 
unique in its way, and worthy of special attention. Thus, many of the —e 
newspapers, including Zhe Times, gave daily (though in most cases brief) reports 


Sydney House, Northampton, Mrs. Page has ty 
pr The Rev. R. A. White, vier of 
and after a portion of Scripture been a hymn , Dr. Gritton gave 
most interesting detaila of the objects and sims of the Evangelical Alliance. He 
also spoke of its work in different countries, and specially referred to efforts on 
behalf of the persecuted Stundists of Russia and the Armenian Christians. The 
tendered to him for his kindness in being present, A collection was taken on 
of the funds of the Alliance. : 

Rev. G. N. H. T ick. 

| 

| Tue following extracts from the last Annual Report of the Council will, we think, 

. be of interest to our readers :— 

This annual report is unique in the history of the Alliance, for it is not only a 
record of domestic events—an account of the work of the British Theenietice—Sut 
also a memento of the Jubilee, and therefore 
the whole Alliance in its International character. The Council had the privilege, as 
. stated in the last report, of inviting members and friends of the Evangelical Alliance 


The Jubilee was also celebrated at Liverpool, where 


and 


West- 
made 
of the 


offer to 


afternoon, June 27, the 
conducted to the Jerusalem Chamber, 
and instructive lecture, afterwards conducting 


and briefly describing the various objects of 


The 
by his ki 


the arrangements 
shown 


the 


B 


Dublin a similar meeting was held, 


-On 


distinguished 
estminster (Dr. 
Dean ve a most interesting 
the whole building, 


of our 
WwW 


and St. Paul’s Cathedral both had a place in 
princi 
A 


in the 

t 

Dean of 
fifty of the 
visitors assembled at the 


where the 


bbey 
the 


A 
en 


was held in 1845, the Lord Mayor and the 


the party 
interest. 


; shes organised special gath pne at Shanghai, China, 
| with the Parent Society. 
| this Jubilee celebration < cial mention. | 


rs 


il reprinted 
statements (and especially in regard to the “ forced conversions '') received 
i committee, and this reprint was in special form and sent 
member of both Houses of Parisament. is qui 
cupplied wore new to many Peers and members of Parliament. 


Eris 


Another important taken by the 
countries, a special call to prayer on 
inthe name of the Britah Evangelical Alliance While there was 

earnest prayer upon this subj t was felt that the setting 
was named for this object. It was encouraging to 
favourably referred to in a large number of daily and other 
our country ; and the week was observed in many lands. At 


moreover, the subject of special prayer for | 


= Perhaps the most important of the communications addressed by the Council to 
her Majesty's Government ing the year, have been those to the large 


the Christian faith without suffering the those who leave ohammedan 
religion. The communications ived from Lord Salisbury in reply to these 

tations showed that our Government were willing to do all in their 
behalf of the suffering people, and her Majesty's ot Constantinople was 
instructed to make strong representations to the Sultan and his Minister. 

It is only necessary to add here, as in former reports, that most of these 
important communications which have passed between 
and the Council on the one hand, and between the Council and Majesty's 
Government on the other hand, have been of a confidential nature, and therefore 
cannot be published. At the same time some of the correspondence which is 
less private nature will be found in the Blue Books recently published by the 


Government. . 
On this subject, also, the Press of our rendered valuable help by 
inserting the communications of the of the Alli which were addressed 


to the Editors with a view of awakening public interest in the important matter of 
the “ forced conversions.” 


this subject ; nor is it possible here to indicate even in outline, the great number 
communications which have been sent out from this office with reference to the 
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if the missionaries are to be ecabled to meet, even to some extent, the claims of 
homeless and starving multitudes. 

It is worthy of special mention here, that at the jon of friends in various 
been awakened, and there was a desire to receive 
of the Armenian Uhristians whe vet forced to accept Mohammedanism. 
These people had the alternative of denying the Christian faith or suffering untold 
cruelties, and haps death. It is no wonder that many thousands of the 
Armenians yielded under these circumstances to the pressure put upon them; and 
the Council made earnest representations to the Marquess of Salisbury, urging that 
the Turkish Government should be ired to allow such “ converts’ to return to 

| 
| It is impossible in this brief summary to give even an epitome of the mass of 
ce which the Council have received from all with regard to 

children—is no longer a question merel religious persecution. Such outrages 

tn generally, and it is the duty 

statesmen and rulers to curb the Power responsible for such enormities. It is 

satisfactory to note that there are now some signs that this duty is realised, and that 

te real efforts are being made .by at least some of the great Powers to ameliorate the 
i condition of the Christian subjects of the Sultan. 


: 
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The Council wil] continue to give its vigilant mnie © Oba 
the constant and earnest prayers of . 

on behalf of pes 

ven amidst the terrible events of the past year there are some incidents which 


call 


t divine recen said : “ The whole course 


Stundists of Russia. The tions still continue, and there have been instanees 

of great barbarity in to the treatment of some of those who have been sent 

into exile. Great hopes were entertained that the influence of the Emperor 
of tl 


young 
cannot be expected to master the facts and take action without much deliberation, 
ially when this might involve the removal or control of the powerful minister 
has inly responsible for the persecutions. 

The mem and friends of the Alliance will be glad, however, to hear that 
within the past few months the Council have made special efforts to bring before 
of the Stundists. It is impossible to give details, but 
it may be mentioned that certain exalted personages of great influence have had 
their interest and sympathy awakened in this matter. It remains now for the 
Lord’s remembrancers to make this subject one of continued and fervent prayer, 

that God would graciously own and bless these important steps. 
i be able to add that further sums of money, to a considerable 
amount, have distributed, through trustworthy agents, among the suffering 
wives and children of the banished Stundists ; for this Christlike work our 


to the Council large sums of money during the past year. Altogether the sum 


We commend the Stundists in their sorrow and great trials to the sympathetic 
help of Christians in this country, and we also for them a constant interest in 


for many a 
Christians, and it is worthy of note that in some instances the missionaries, and even 
pastors, have been invited to preach the Gospel in 
: | 4 be better realised it is remembered that up till the commencement 
of recent troubles the Gregorians, or old Armenians, were frequently the 
persecutors, even more than the Turks, of the Evangelicals or Protestants. Another 
| gratifying fact is the spirit of prayer which has prevailed among the people. A 
: | correspondent writes : “ In Sivas a weekly prayer meeting, started among the women 
& at the time of the massacre, has an average attendance of three hundred. Similar 
& gatherings for prayer are held in many other places as a result of the butcheries, 
a which have taken away all other sources of hope, arid have strengthened faith in 
| prayer.” 
| It has been urged in some quarters that the Evangelical Alliance should have 
taken a more prominent position in the recent public agitation on behalf of the 
Armenian Christians; but those who know how constantly and persistently the 
| Alliance has been using its influence, for years past, with our own and other 
Governments, are fully aware that these unremitting efforts are of far more value 
than the organising of public demonstrations, however helpful these may be. 
Referring to the jon of resolutions ex ing ys and Tr one 
| eminen of the Evangelical Alliance in this 
matter has one con u in action on behalf of the persecuted.” 
| Rvssta. 
There is little to by of in the condition of the 
are well known to be loyal to their sovereign, and free from any taint of sedition. 
But those who know anything of the system of Government in Russia are aware of 
. the immense difficulties of the situation; how powerful officialism is, and how 
almost impossible it is to bring the facts clearly before the Tsar. Even then move- 
Swiss friends deserve a large share of credit, as they have collected and forwarded 
= = = = = were 
raised among all classes in Switzerland, and most touching messages have accom- 
panied many of the gifts. 
it 
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“ Evaroeticat Cuntsrexpox,” axp Recosgp.” 


publishers, 

tule has therefore been to the magazine only to those who contributed 
guinea per annum. The Quarterly Record is, however, issued to subscriber 
who does not receive monthly, and thus all who support io Altusce by 0 


“ 
> 
= 
= 


commencement of 
to more than £1,000, the sum estimated to be necessary. This to the 
a of the Council was taken as another indication of Divine favour. The 


total amount received has enabled the Council to meet all the liabilities incurred for 
the Jubilee celebration itself, and there remains a balance to carry forward sufficient 
to cover the loss which is inevitable in the publication of the volume reporting the 
ings of the Jubilee Conference. It is however, that many members 
of the Alhance who have not yet done so will copies of the volume, and thus 
possess themselves of a book which will be found full of interest, and, at the same 
time, help in ing the cost of its production.* 
Then, the year also been a remarkable one financially, from the fact that 
a sum has been received for the special funds on behalf of the persecuted 
ists of Russia and the Armenian Christians. In fact, the total receipts for the 
, including the special funds, have been larger than in any previous year in the 
Alliance have suffered, and the income 
ipti a slight falling-off; but it is hoped that in the 
e ordinary income may be increased. 

God has greatly blessed the work of the Evangelical Alliance during its fifty 
years’ history. Those who were t at its formation and were to witness 
its Jubilee celebration were ingly few; but they rejoice with those who to-da 

hold aloft the same banner: “ In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty ; in 
things, charity.” The Evangelical Alliance has united prayer, brotherly 
love, and religious liberty ; it has firmly adhered to the cardinal doctrines of the 
Gospel, which has given it an influence of its own, although its constituency has 
been limited thereby ; it has, in our own country and in other lands, manifested the 
. The growing spirit of Christian unity throughout 
world, no less than the marvellous change regarding religious liberty, during the 


* The Volume has been published since our last issue. 


the 
but 
world. 
which 
to mee 
funds of the Alliance. Evangelical Christendom -being the property of 
subscription, however small, have four times a , at some account o 
work. The Council have been much carouraged by the interest expressed by many 
correspondents in this quarterly publication. It d be added that the Record 
is by monhber of the Council. 
The statement of accounts presented with this report is one which calls for 
much thankfulness to God. It was with mingled feelings of hope and fear that 
the Council entered a year when it was known that the expenditure involved 
in the eclsiuation of the Jublice weed weed an income of nearly double the usual 
amount, if all liabilities were to be met. py oy be weg in the early part of 
the year for a special fund to meet the cost of Jubilee celebration met with 
such a hearty response that very soon all doubt was removed. Even before the 


TORONTO BRANCH. 


under 


Prayer the presidency of Mr. 8. H. Blake, o.c. 
had been opened with singing and prayer, the Rev. Dr. W. A. 


action on 

truth, and the counteraction of the agencies hostile to true religion. 
Dr. Geikie, the treasurer, presented a statement with reference to the special 

fund, which had been raised for Armenian relief, and stated that all the money had 

been the Duke of Westminster's committee. 


JAPAN BRANCH. 


from the President of this Branch (the Rev. Dr. J. H. Ballagh) 

and dated Yokohama, Jan. 29, 1897, will, we are sure, greatly interest our readers :— 
some account of the observance 

of yer in the land of sunrise. Would it were the land of the rising 
of the Sun of Righteousness! As the first Protestant missions to Japan synchronise 
with the first observance of a Week of Prayer for missions inaugurated by the 
Lodiana Mission in India, in 1859, and observed by Drs. Hepburn and Brown and 
Christian residents at their temple-homes in Kanagawa, 1860; and as the Alliance 
took it up in 1861, the year of my arrival in Japan, I feel the Japan Missions and 
the hi of the progress of Christ’s Kingdom here have been intimately identified 
with the ical Alliance and the Week of Prayer. The first outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit was in connexion with the Japanese observance of a second Week of 
Prayer at the beginning of their New Year, or the Chinese New Year (which, this 
year, begins Feb. 2) in 1872, or just 25 years ago. Eleven years later, or in 1883, 
there was also another marked revival of religion in connexion with the Week of 
Prayer, beginning, like the first, with the first-formed Church at Yokohama. As 
this year is a quarter-centennial of the existence of the Christian Church in Japan 
and the thirtieth of the Restoration of the Imperial Government, and the 
beginning of the tieth century—true chronology—of the Christian era, we 


—requesting early supply of programmes for the Churches. How man ey 
furnished I have been unable to ascertain, 
running short I had 1,260 struck off at Yokohama, and furnished to the Native 
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| at least—io the efforts of the founders and members of the Evangelical Alliance. 
the to Ged alone! For all that has to be accomplished we invoke 
ever i true to 
foundation to ite motto, Unum conrus sumvus rx Curisto!” 
| | 
Christi 
The Rev. Dr. Caven, an ip ing address on the necessity of united 
. Dr. an on uni was 
beter than wniformity im organisation. 
The Rev. Dr. 
glorious work done by the Evangelical Alliance.” 
Officers were then appointed for the ensuing year, and the meeting closed with 
prayer. 
| ve na upon to expect large blessings from God if waited 
i 8ome months in advance, I sink 
programme to ristian Boangelist, Japanese ne of the 
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Churches needing them. I had 500 English programmes also printed at 
personal expense, and sent to all the large body of missionaries. Three hundred and 
eighty-five of these entailed no emall amount of labour and expense. Besides the 
ing to earnest and hearty observance. From 


of the Charch a century ago. We ane greatly encouraged in the progrom of this 
spirit among Christ's true followers, both at home and abroad. e believe the 
overflowing of the river of Salvation would be the best removal of 


= 


tch embankments go under, when the wavi 
. Jas. Hamilton, of London, illustrated: When the tide comes in fi 
pools in the rocks, the little fish go out into a larger ocean of love. O 
when our Lord's prayer shall be fully answered: “I pray that they all may 


P.S.—I am glad I did not get my letter off on the Canadian mail that 
yesterday, the reason being that last evening, at the American Mission Home of 
American Woman's Union Mission Society, an important meeting was 
welcome a missionary of the Christian Alliance on his way to China. He has 
in the field before. The subject of the need of a revival of religion for 
foreign residents, and for the Japanese Christians, was much discussed and pray 
Several interesting facts as showing God’s readiness to fulfil His promises, i 
people would let Him by fulfilling the conditions, were brought to light. One 
a reference to the revival of 1883 and 1884. Sixty persons—foreign and native— 
pledged themselves to daily pray, for three months, for the ing of 
pirit. When the three months were up, about belt thet somber pledged 
another three months; and when the six months were faithful few 
to pray, and then the blessing came. In reference to the large contributions 
into the treasury of the Missionary Alliance—fully one-quarter of a mi 
since last July—one who was present said that, Saturday night 
company spent the whole night in prayer. That, with their 


they plead had brought all the tithes into the store-house, 
left that meeting there was no 


they would not be able fully to use it. When they 
singing, no speaking, nor talking, but quietly waiting to regeive the blessing : 


From native sources there have come tidings of much interest, and followed by 
: accessions to the Churches and revived interest in prayer and Bible study. A revival 
) of Sabbath observance is one of the most pressing wants of the Churches, and of the 

believers. Some little progress has been made to this end, bat not nearly what we 

would like to see. A very hopeful spirit of prayer has continued for two months 

past here at Yokohama. It hes been manifested variously, but chied 

morning pra ‘macting of the pastors ond workers of the or clght t 

churches. The Week of Pra was well observed by a United Meeting of 

all the Japanese Churebes; end at Kamakura, an old capital of Japan, an hour's 

was a three days’ meeting of Christian 

workers, the last two of the old, and the first day of the new year. To 

protrected work, I was prec! attending any of the native services, and not all 

the foreign services. This was very much of a trial, but the good Lord can dispense 

quell colt Ts chee. This is the second time I have this experience, and I trust 

it will not be needful for its repetition. I enclose a short account, furnished the 

Press. Owing to an exciting criminal case of a lady charged with causing the death 

of her husband through poisoning, there was not for more than a brief 

statement of the character of the meetings. “These Fifty Years” of the Alliance's 

praying for a greater manifestation of the Spirit of Christian unity has not been in 

vain. The last address by an American Baptist Missionary on this subject was very 

striking. He said a century hence the Church would look back upon our present 

lack of unity. much as we do upon the intemperance and other acknowleged d 

embankments ha separa the ait ; one 

Yokohama, Jan. 30, 1897. | 
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yours, 


THE WEEK OF UNIVERSAL PRAYER IN DISTANT 


2 


evening in the School, attracted many Armenians unaccustomed to attending 
our services, and the opportunity to preach Christ was so precious that the meetings 
were continued during the month of January, and three times a week up to the 
present time. They have eaused much discussion of religious subjects among the 
. Some have been converted to evangelical truth and a spiritual life, and we 
Ee tee considerable results from the present enlarged opportunity.” 
We condense the report of the observance of the Week of Prayer as contained 
in The Malaysia Message :— 


meetings, congregs 
considerable numbers, and also a few persons connected with the Brethren 
Church of England. More interest was manifested in the i 
case last year, and a better spirit seemed to prevail throug 


helpful meetings were presided over by two officials of 

We trust that the spirit of prayer manifested these 

week will be better sustained. The Malay-speaking congregati 
denominations met on alternate evenings in the Church, and in the 


Christian Institute, during the second week of January, instead of the first week, 
because the English-speaking people had their meetings then, and there were several 
who wished to attend both series of meetings. There was an attendance of about 
sixty each night. The meetings throughout were intensely interesting, and were 
especially gratifying to many Christian workers because of the fact that this was 
the first week of united prayer held by the Malay-speaking congregations in 


in unheard-of measure. Very earnest prayers followed that we 
of the Gat coming upon ws. Faith—elmple, 
aa Word was sole condition. When we cry—* Lord, | 
!” His reply is—“ If ye had faith as a grain of mustard-sred, ye 
it would be done.” * Lord, we believe, help Thos our unbelief 
| as. H. Battaon. 
| 
LANDS. 
dollars, 
men tic 
the Week of Preyer, 
prayer.” 
blemsing. Daily meetings held in St. Church, and attended 
ing. ; were in Andrew's Scotch urch, a 
by contingents of worshippers from different churches. The attendance was quite 
as large as in former years, while the addresses were mach above the average. The 
collections, vores (| to 56 doles. (£3 16s. 8d.), were forwarded to London for the 
relief of persecuted Christians in Armenia. 
Persia. — 7abrez.—In alluding to the observance of the Week of Prayer, the 
Rey. 8. G. Wilson says: “ You will be glad to know that we celebrated the Week 
of in Tabriz with more than veual the meetings 
Sixcarorse.—The first week of the new year was celebrated in Singapore as | 
usual by a series of English prayer meetings, held each evening in the Methodist 
Church. Ministers, missionaries and laymen of the Presbyterian and Methodist 
ded in 
and the 
was the 
most 
| 
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evidently realised.” 
could be desired. 


” 


all 


marked feature of the meetings was 
, who was anxious to 
cross to her in the 
voice, being low, was 
of the meeting she 
A 
have great peace in my 
of eatin 
Most of our Church mem 
us; but I mentioned the 
ir meeting in their own 
ing in the world-circle 
were we some blessed times of waiti to 
im for abundant blessing throughout the world this new 
Shanghai.—The Rev. Dr. John Stevens writes: “ ’ 
time of much blessing here. We feel it to be a great pri 
in prayer with Christian brethren throughout the world.” 
New Sourm communication from the 
Forsaith we learn that the Week of Prayer was observed here and in other 
of the colony. From Narendera, Waterloo, Pyrmont, Ashfield, and 
reports of the meetings have been received. In most cases the attendances were 
- presence and blessing of the Great Master of assemblies were 
ld . . “The spirit and tone of the meetings were all that 


| sia: 


» Re A A 


Jao. De Mie fer 


Sr 


ee Alliance House, 7 Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C. 
*,* Remittances may be made payable to the order of the General Secretary 
(Mr. A. J. Arnold), or to the Treasurer. 


JUBILEE CONFERENCE VOLUME. 


We are glad to be able to announce that the of the proceedings of the Tenth 
International Conference of the Evangelical Alliance has now been published, and 
will be forwarded almost immediately to those who have subscribed for copi The 
blication has been delayed owing to many circumstances, and ially in order 
S mest he tid by mumerous friends that the portraits of as many 
speakers as possible be included in the book. The report makes a handsome 
volume of over 500 pages, and contains a large amount of interesting matter. 

The first part includes not only an account of the great meeting at Exeter Hall, 
inaugurating the Jubilee, but also the addresses given at the morning and evening 
meetings on the principal subject chosen for the Conference—viz. : True Unity 
of the Church which is the Body of Christ—(1) In New Birth and Life; (2) In 
Growth and Development; (5) As Perfected in Glory. 

The second part will awaken wide and general interest: it contains reports of 
the Afternoon meetings, at which varied ee ee treated, bearing upon the 
Evangelical faith and Christian work in many ; as well as important addresses 
upon the great theme of Religious Liberty. 

The third includes reports of the Praise Meeting, the great Missionary 
Meetings, the Farewell Addresses, and also an account of the Business Meeting of 
the Delegates held at the close of the Conference. 

The Appendix contains two of the Special Sermons preached on June 29; the 
two addresses at Bible Readings; a list of the Foreign Delegates ; an account of the 
local celebrations of the Jubilee ; and some newspaper artidles which are extracted, 
showing the wide-spread interest which the Conference aroused. — 

We may add that the volume is published at 6s., by Messrs. Shaw & Co., 
48 Paternoster Row, London, but it is supplied post free for 4s. 6d. to subscribers. 

a limited number of copies have been printed, and we would urge any of our 
friends who desire to secure this memento of the Jubilee to communicate at once 
with the Secretary of the Evangelical Alliance, at 7 Adam Street, Strand, London. 
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